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It'S more than a recession 
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OUR SOUND ECONOMIC FOUNDATION 


The Presidential cam¬ 
paigns are forced to turn 
their attention to the econ¬ 
omy — the growing un¬ 
employment, the real 
estate crisis, lackluster 
consumer spending, the 
spike in oil prices, and 
alarming threat to banking. 
As a result, the candidates 
are beginning to use the 
"R" word — recession. 

They are promising economic stimu¬ 
lus packages such as tax rebates to en¬ 
courage spending and jobs, or some 
help for those whose homes have been 
foreclosed or who can't pay utility bills. 
The problem is that ifs not going to 
work. And as far as bringing the jobs 
back, where are the jobs to come from? 
The jobs are evaporating — gone 
forever. 

What they are all down-playing — 
and whaf s coming — is far worse than 
a recession. That was seen when Bears 
Stearns, one of the largest US securities 
firm, told investors there was no value 
left in a high-grade hedge fund. Since 
the New Year, on one single day. Bank 
of America rescued Countryside to the 
tune of $4 billion. Next, Merrill Lynch, 
the nation's largest brokerage firm, 
wrote down $16.7 Billion on mortgage 
related investments and loans. Citi¬ 
group wrote down $23.2 billion. Two 
major credit card companies may take 
losses. Auto loan companies are next. 
This is only the beginning. Where is the 
money going? As Bears Stearns told it's 
investors: "It is gone!" 


These events signal more than a re¬ 
cession and more than a depression. A 
recession is described as six months of 
economic contraction. A depression is 
described as a period of drastic eco¬ 
nomic decline characterized by decreas¬ 
ing business activity, falling prices and 
unemployment. Under today's condi¬ 
tions, these events can only be the pre¬ 
lude to the eventual end of the capitalist 
system. 

Here's why. First, what's coming is 
not a 193Os-type depression. It is 
something qualitatively new. The Great 
Depression was a crisis of over produc¬ 
tion. Today's crisis is more than that. 
Since the foundation of the capitalist 
system is the buying and selling of la¬ 
bor power, and the jobs are being elimi¬ 
nated by labor replacing technology — 
computers and robots — putting a little 
more money in people's hands will not 
improve the economy fundamentally. 


The only solution is an expansion of 
jobs. But, the capitalist system cannot 
expand jobs because new technology is 
eliminating jobs. The viability of the 
capitalist system is being called into 
question. 

Over the last period we have seen the 
unprecedented polarization of wealth 
and poverty based on the technological 
changes in the economy. But, this is not 
the same as the polarization that is be¬ 
ginning today. Now we're seeing some¬ 
thing new. That is, the beginning of a 
leap to the process of destruction of 
wealth and, as result, the beginning of 
the fraying of the political bonds that tie 
the broad masses of Americans to the 
capitalist system. The stage we are en¬ 
tering today is laying the foundation for 
the American people to debate and 
choose what kind of new society they 
want to have. 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions 
struggling for survival. It strives to 
educate politically those millions on the 
basis of their own experience. It is a 
tribune to bring them together, to create 
a vision of a better world, and a strategy 
to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment 
as labor-replacing technology leads us 
on a path toward the decisive 
reconstruction of society. Who will win — 
the capitalists or the growing mass of 
poor — will depend on winning the 
hearts and minds of the people to create 
a society whose fruits benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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Articles that are unsigned, such as the 
front page and editorials, reflect the 
views of the editorial board. Bylined 
articles reflect the views of the authors, 
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other art is the first of each month for the 
issue that comes out at the beginning of 
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and no longer than 600 words. We 
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Why Revolutionaries Need a Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in history. His¬ 
torical and economic forces beyond anyone's control have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, 
how things turn out depends on what people think—because what they think shapes what they do. This means that those of 
us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. 
If we don't raise the consciousness of the people and unite them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, 
then we'll fail in our effort to build a just and free society. To raise consciousness and win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 
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Presidential elections: Two parties, one program 
We need representatives, not leaders 


The presidential race is heating up. 
Hundreds of millions of dollars are be¬ 
ing spent to bombard the voters with 
ideas, and popular discontent is moving 
people to participate in the elections. 
Many people are excited at the possibil¬ 
ity of the first African American presi¬ 
dent, or the first woman. Many hope the 
candidates really mean it when they 
voice concern for the poor, or promise 
access to health care. It seems clear 
that, regardless of which candidate 
they're for, people want change. They 
want a decent standard of living, hous¬ 
ing, health care, education, an end to the 
war, a future for their children. 

All of the candidates claim, in one 
way or another, that they have the inter¬ 
ests of the workers at heart. Yet the De¬ 
mocratic and Republican parties both 
represent the corporations, so how can 
their candidates speak for the workers? 

If we, the people, want to protect our 
own interests, then we need to first un¬ 
derstand what is the real world situa¬ 
tion, and what is the program of the 
ruling class for dealing with it. Because 
whoever gets elected will be carrying 
out that program, in one form or anoth¬ 
er, regardless of what they say to get 
elected. 

Globalization is simply capitalism in 
the electronic age. It's a historical 
process that is knocking down econom¬ 
ic borders and opening the whole world 
up to capitalist investment and exploita¬ 
tion. The corporate rulers of the US 
want that process to go forward under 
their domination and control. This is 
their program, and their strategy for car¬ 
rying it out includes war and using raw 
economic and political power to impose 
their will on other nations. 

At the same time, a threat to their 
rule—a threat to the capitalist system it¬ 
self—is arising. The combination of 
globalization and advanced, labor-re¬ 
placing technology is wiping out jobs 
and driving down wages and benefits 
for those who do work. A new class of 
dispossessed has been created and is 
growing as more and more workers are 
plunged into it. This is not the same old 
poverty. The old society is being de¬ 
stroyed by the new technology. This 
new class of poor has no hope of hav¬ 
ing its needs met under capitalism. 
Whether they themselves understand it 
or not, they are forced to fight for a new 
kind of society where everyone's needs 
are met, regardless of ability to pay. 
They are in a direct confrontation with 
the capitalist system itself In a vain ef¬ 


fort to save the system, the corporations 
have to keep this new class of dispos¬ 
sessed politically isolated and impotent. 

The result of all this is that how our 
country is governed is being changed in 
such a way as to further the interests of 
the corporations, to give the police 
more power over us and to facilitate the 
domination of the US military through¬ 
out the world. There is a growing threat 
of outright fascism. The ultimate goal 
of all the candidates is to bring the peo¬ 
ple into line with the solutions that pro¬ 
tect capitalism and allow the 
corporations free rein to maximize prof¬ 
it. Whoever gets elected as the candi¬ 
date of the corporate parties will have to 
carry out this program. 

Yet there is still something to be won 
by participating in the elections. As 
people are mobilized politically, we 
have the opportunity to challenge the 
capitalists on their program and offer a 
vision of a new kind of society. By 
bringing the demands of the new class 
of dispossessed into the electoral arena, 
we can educate people about the true 
nature of the crisis we face. And we can 
give those who are fighting a strategic 


perspective that will carry them forward 
during and after the election—a per¬ 
spective that includes the understanding 
that we have to build a political party 
that represents our class interests, and 
that in the end we are fighting for a new 
society. 

Finally, we should recognize that we 
are not looking for leaders—^we are our 
own leaders, and those we elect to pub¬ 
lic office should be our representatives, 
elected to carry out our program, not 
theirs. 



Left: Postal workers picketing the post office. photo/jimwestphoto.com 

Right: Autoworkers protesting. 


Notice to readers regarding 
donations and subscriptions 


Dear Readers, 

Financial support for the People’s Tribune is growing 
throughout the country! We recently received donations 
for 50 subscriptions for a town’s homeless people, and 
donations from readers in America’s poorest towns. The 
movement needs revolutionary newspapers, and they 
must be financially self-sufficient to guarantee that the 
truth is told. The People’s Tribune gets no grants. We 
rely on no corporate money to tell us what to print. Yet, 
costs are rising. It is with regret that we inform our read¬ 


ers that those who have not been sending donations for 
their bundle orders or subscriptions must make them by 
February 1, 2008, or stop receiving the paper. In addi¬ 
tion, we have increased the donation requests for bun¬ 
dles of five papers or more to 25 cents per paper. Single 
subscriptions are $20 per year. Thanks in advance for 
your understanding and support. Please call 800-691- 
6888 or email sandy@peoplestribune.org if you have 
any questions. 

People’s Tribune Editorial Board 


SUBSCRIBE ¥0 ¥HE PEOPLE*S ¥RIBUNE! ORDER BUNDLES 


□ Please send me a one-year individual subscription 

Name: 

[$20] 


□ Please send me a one-year institutional subscription 

Address: 


[$25] 

City/State/Zip: 

□ Please send me a bundle of PTs 


[ at 25 cents per paper ] 

Phone/Email: 

Enclosed is my donation of: 

My check or money order made payable to “People's Tribune" is enclosed. 

□ $20 nsso n$7S nsioo nsother 

Mail this coupon to: People's Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524 
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SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column is printed monthly and depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from 
readers. If you have something to contribute, feel free. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, 

P.O. Box 720821 • San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at spirit@lrna.org. 


The Killer of the Sheep 

By G-W. Rolle 

I read the artiele “City Plans to Move the Homeless 
Out” [in a St. Petersburg, Fla. paper] with great inter¬ 
est, though with a twinge of sadness. After all, we the 
Homeless Leadership Network, are supposed to be 
leaders and intrinsie in that term leadership, I would 
imagine, is the faet that we are leading the homeless to 
a better situation—if not a life like ours, at least a life 
off the streets, and into suitable housing. The faet that 
more leaders are not more angry about the aetions of 
the eity eouneil, in their attempt to eriminalize home¬ 
lessness, is indieative of the syndrome known as a fox 
in a henhouse or a wolf in sheep's elothing. 

We draw funds—mostly unaeeounted for—^we 
meet eountless hours a week, we make heartfelt 
quotes in the newspapers, but when the very thing we 
are supposed to be advoeating against happens, and 
this is not a drill, where are the press eonferenees, the 
righteous indignation, the very aetions that define 
what eommittee we are on? 

Do you really believe the eity has the right to seize 
a person's private property and destroy it? Do you re¬ 
ally advoeate that no one sleeps, lies, or reelines 
(huh?) on rights of way during daylight hours? The 
problem is, these rules were never meant to apply to 
everybody, beeause that would be foolish and unten¬ 
able. But if these rules are only applied to some and 
not all, that equals diserimination. 


The Interfaith Shelter Committee (ISC) voted to a 
person, that when Pinellas Hope opened, they would 
urge the mayor and his ilk not to eriminalize the peo¬ 
ple who did not go to the tents at Pinellas Hope for 
one reason or another. I was disappointed that the ISC 
didn't hold a press eonferenee to denounee these new 
draeonian efforts to dehumanize a portion of humani¬ 
ty. 

There is an evil argument making the rounds in var¬ 
ious sehools of thought. That argument says that those 
who do not go to Pinellas Hope are not trying to better 
themselves and are ehoosing to be eomfortable in 
homelessness and should be ridden out of town on a 
rail. Hey—sinee when were tents deemed as suitable 
housing? I didn't get that memo. 

All of you who work with the homeless day in and 
day out, tell me who ehooses homelessness as a 
lifestyle? I know I didn't, but that faet didn't stop me 
from being out there for four years. Those with ears, 
let them hear. 

Homelessness is a humiliating nightmare. You ean- 
not even use the bathroom after eertain hours without 
threat of arrest. For what everyone else does everyday 
without thinking about, you are held up to ridieule, 
and told they have had enough of you. Could one of 
our eommittees, in the five hundred hours of meetings 
a month, work to get twenty-four hour restroom ae- 
eess? I mean are we that lame, that toothless? 

I think it is all going to boil down to what kind of 
people we and the rest of the eitizens of St. Petersburg 



Poverty protest. photo/kenneth shook 


are. Are we eompassionate shepherds, or are we the 
killer of sheep? Heaven or Hell perhaps lie in the bal- 
anee 

G. W Rolle is a leader of the homeless community in 
St. Petersburg, Florida. He can be reached at 
gwrolle@aol. com 


Justice for All—On the Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. 


By Lenette Evans 

Many years ago Martin Luther King, Jr., the eivil rights leader, onee 
said, “I have a dream.” 

He was one of the best men that ever lived in this eountry, a man of 
God who had a vision and was bold enough to stand up, and step out 
in faith for what he truly believed in. He made a differenee to people 
in his eommunity and around the world. 

He said: "I HAVE A DREAM... that one day Blaek girls and boys 

will join hands with white boys and girls, sisters, and brothers.I 

HAVE A DREAM.to one day live in a nation where they will not be 

judged by the eolor of their skin, but by their eharaeter." 


for us the way Jesus Christ loved us. 

In his life he was arrested thirty times for his involvement in eivil 
rights aetivities and spent time in prison. He spoke truth and justiee 
for all and eame against what the enemy has done in Ameriea. 

My Birthday was on January 15th, just as Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.'s was. It was an honor. I am proud to also know I go to First As¬ 
sembly Of God Chureh, in St. Joseph, Miehigan, whieh is a multi-eul- 
tured ehureh that has love and deep eompassion for ALL people. 

Let’s stand up people and get rid of the SPIRIT of RACISM that 
has saturated and blinded us in our eommunities and let’s be Christ- 
like and love one another and make positive eommunity ehange. 


In 1964, when Martin Luther King, Jr. was awarded the Nobel 
Peaee Prize, he said, "I aeeept this award today with an abiding faith 
in Ameriea and an audaeious faith in the future of mankind....! believe 
that unarmed truth and uneonditional love will have the final word in 
reality.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King's legaey was the aeeeleration of eivil liber¬ 
ties for all Amerieans but espeeially for the Blaek and the poor. He 
fought against RACISM in our eountry and believed in peaee and love 


Lenette Evans 
Street Evangelist, 

A Minister of the Poor 
SavingSouls 1 @yahoo.eom 
269-876-1848 

PHOTO/SANDY REID 
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The needless death of Nataline Sarkisyan 


Dear Editor, 

I noticed the [San Francisco] Chroni¬ 
cle forgot this story, maybe because it 
happened too far away to cover it. 
Maybe, shopping was more important 
for their reporters. Nataline Sarkisyan 
was a 17-year-old young woman who 
had leukemia in Los Angeles. Having 
worked at UCSF on the 11th floor of a 
cancer ward that did bone marrow 
transplants, I can tell you how minutes, 
not hours nor weeks, can mean a patien¬ 
t's life if a doctor or a nurse doesn't do 
their job. Between the lack of platelets 
that control bleeding, red blood cells 
that give nourishing oxygen and finally, 
the white cells that prevent infection, 
patients and their families go through 
hell to survive and win over this nasty, 
god-awful disease. A bone-marrow 
transplant saved Nataline's life before, 
now it was her liver that was failing. 
She had a good chance of surviving 
with a new liver. 

I got an e-mail to call CIGNA, the 
health insurance giant. Her doctors 
wrote a letter to CIGNA on December 
11th and a week later, CIGNA had de¬ 
nied it [a liver transplant] as "experi¬ 
mental" That's a common excuse used 
by insurers to not give you care. Not 
taking no for an answer, her nurses of 
California Nurses Association/National 
Nurses Organizing Committee orga¬ 
nized a protest. The community and 
Nataline's family did these protests on 
line, on the phone and as a last resort, 
outside UCLA to pressure CIGNA to 
change its mind on the denial. You can 
see the You-tube video on line on the 


CNA website. 

It worked and CIGNA reversed 
course and authorized the transplant. 
But for Nataline, it was a little too late 
and she passed in her sleep at 6 p.m. the 
same day. 

I am not trying to ruin people's holi¬ 
day season with this sad story. Nataline 
could have been saved but not by our 
current system that allows health insur¬ 
ance companies to get away with mur¬ 
der. If Nataline's death has any meaning 
it will be that bills, like the one hastily 
passed by our so-called leaders in the 
Assembly on Monday, never see the 
light of day. The Nunez-Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger bill isn't Medicare for all, single¬ 
payer. It forces people who have no 
money to buy health insurance like 
CIGNA and will be paid for by taxes in¬ 
cluding at least $1 billion from the pub¬ 
lic sector. It's a gift to the health 
insurance industry who will see their 
profits rise and our lives put on the line 
like Nataline. 

Next year, I am told, will be the year 
of health care reform in California and 
our nation. I hope for the next Nataline, 
they will be right. Maybe, we can final¬ 
ly have a system that allows doctors, 
nurses and above all patients and their 
families the ability to make their own 
medical decisions without insurance 
companies eying their bottom lines 
first. Anything less is unacceptable, eth¬ 
ically challenged and downright wrong. 

Nancy Lewis, RN, FNP 



Nataline Sarkisyan’s father at a Los Angeles news conference Dec. 21, 

2007. The 17-year-old girl died hours hours after her health insurer CiGNA 
reversed a decision and said it would pay for a liver transplant 

AP PHOTO/MATT SAYLES 

San Francisco California Nurses Association/ 

Joint Nursing National Nurses 

Practice Commissioner, Organizing Committee 

Public Health 


Reader Responds to Letter to Hip Hop Community 


Dear Editor, 

The open letter to the hip hop com¬ 
munity [“Beyond Jena: An open letter 
to the hip hop community,” People's 
Tribune, January 2008] needs to be dis¬ 
seminated far and wide. I'm a younger 
veteran of the Black Liberation Move¬ 
ment of the 1960s, who experienced as 
a child and adolescent the awakening of 
consciousness under the influence of 
that movement. A part of that con¬ 
sciousness was the awareness that the 
Black movement was interrelated with 
the entire global struggle for human lib¬ 
eration. Not only was Paul Robeson (as 
noted in that article), in my parent's 
time aware of the global dimensions of 
the Black struggle and its relation to all 
struggles of the poor and oppressed, but 
that interrelatedness was a continual 
theme in the thought and movements of 
Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Huey Newton and all most honest and 
advanced elements within the Black 
movement as I was growing up. 


It was through the Black Panthers, 
whose paper reported frequently on the 
Young Lords and the Brown Bears, that 
I began hearing about the Struggles of 
the Latino community in the US, and 
Third World struggles abroad. Martin 
and Malcolm both taught us that our 
struggle was part of the international 
struggles against oppression, imperial¬ 
ism and capitalist exploitation. Dr. 
King, in preparation for the Poor Peo¬ 
ples Campaign of 1968, was not only 
arousing the Black masses, but also ap¬ 
pealing to millions of poor whites. Lati¬ 
nos, Native Americans and others. He 
sought to connect with Cesar Chavez, 
and he saw how militarism, racism and 
economic oppression were all intimate¬ 
ly linked together. Hence he, like Paul 
Robeson before him, and contempo¬ 
raries like Malcolm X and the Panthers 
sought to broaden the perspective and 
awareness of the community and move¬ 
ment in the 1960s. 


That broadening of awareness and 
solidarity is essential to the current gen¬ 
eration of awakening Black youths, lest 
their energies run aground or be led 
astray by confused or dishonest leaders. 

A good number of my students be¬ 
came aroused by the situation of the 
Jena 6, and that is good. They show the 
promise of the revivifying of the Black 
liberation struggle. But if that promise 
is not to be betrayed, and if the emerg¬ 
ing struggle is not to court defeat and 
disorientation, our rising Black youth 
must understand that they cannot wage 
the struggles of the masses of Black 
people in isolation. 

Like Malcolm and King, they must 
understand that they cannot solve the 
problem of racism as a separate prob¬ 
lem because it is not a separate prob¬ 
lem. The plight of Black people—I 
mean specifically the Black masses—is 
a more blatant expression of the plight 
of the masses of all dispossessed people 


at home and abroad. So, we must unite 
with our Brown sisters and brothers 
(whether "legal" or not), poor Native 
Americans, and—yes—poor whites if 
we are not to lose the struggle for social 
justice. 

Otherwise, we cannot create a new 
cooperative society in which all human 
beings enjoy lives of dignity and decen¬ 
cy. We can either fight together as sis¬ 
ters and brothers, or perish together as 
fools. 

It's our choice—all of our choices. 

In Solidarity, 

R. Birt 
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The Battle for New Orleans 


By Walda Katz-Fishman and Jerome Scott 

Over 2 years after Katrina and Rita hit, hundreds of 
thousands of low-income residents of New Orleans 
and the Gulf Coast are without affordable permanent 
housing. Rents increased 45% since Katrina; New Or¬ 
leans has lost 9,000 affordable housing units; and 
12,000 are homeless. That would be crime enough. 
But the government (local to federal — City, HUD & 
HANO) is calling for the eviction of 50,000 from 
FEMA trailers by March 2008. And the New Orleans 
City Council voted unanimously on Dec. 20, despite 
outcries from across the country, to demolish four 
public housing developments with 4,500 units. We all 
witnessed on TV the NO police's brutal assault, in¬ 
cluding laser guns and tear gas, on protesters and ar¬ 
rests inside council chambers. The Coalition to Stop 
the Demolitions and others continue pressure to get 
Senate Bill 1668, requiring 1-for-1 replacement for 
low-income public housing units that are destroyed, 
out of Senate committee where Sen. Vitter (Republi¬ 
can of Louisiana) is blocking it. 



Rev. Torin Sanders right, protests before the 
New Orleans City Council meeting about tearing 
down public housing in New Orleans Thursday, 
Dec. 20, 2007. The council voted to tear down 
four complexes. 

AP PHOTO/ALEX BRANDON 


Katrina unmasked the historic evils of the system of 
global capitalism. The horrific destruction reflects the 
intentional abandonment and criminalization of the 
poor and environmental crisis over centuries. From 
the genocide and removal of the Indigenous peoples, 
to the enslavement of African peoples, to the imperial 
conquest of Mexico, to the use of Chinese workers to 
build the U.S. transcontinental railroad, to the brutal 
repression of working peoples' struggles throughout 
the country, to Jim Crow repression, to the growing 
prison industrial complex, to the attacks on recent im¬ 
migrants and the poor, to militarism and privatization, 
etc., oppression and exploitation have formed the very 
foundation of the political economy of the U.S. 

New Orleans is the "poster city" for the destruction 
of society and urban communities as we knew them. 
Why is this happening? To answer, we have to under¬ 
stand the current stage of capitalist development in 
the U.S. and globally, characterized by widespread 
use of electronics — computers, automation, robots — 
in production, distribution, and communication. More 
and more goods and services are produced and dis¬ 
tributed with fewer and fewer workers than at any 
time in human history; and workers in the U.S. are 
competing with billions of workers globally. Working 
people are increasingly superfluous as wage-workers . 
The government and global corporations they serve 
will not provide public housing, education, and health 
care for a growing section of society they can no 
longer employ and exploit. The elimination of public 
goods and the social contract of the reform era are the 
result of this process. Social destruction is thus based 
in the technological revolution, and the shift from an 
economy and society organized around machine pro¬ 
duction to one organized around electronics. 

But, at the same time, the technological revolution 
also means there is an abundance of all the goods and 
services that people require to satisfy their basic 
needs. Today's economic and social destruction is set- 



Police use chemical spray and stun guns as pro¬ 
testers tried to force their way through an iron 
gate at City Hall. 

AP PHOTO/CHERYL GERBER 

ting in motion a process of polarization and struggle 
between rich and poor across the globe, over what the 
new society will look like and whose needs and inter¬ 
ests it will serve. The peoples' fight for the right of re¬ 
turn and reconstruction reflects the power of these 
struggles and the challenges. 

Hurricane Katrina revealed two important lessons 
for today's movement building. One: Global capital¬ 
ism with its systems of multiple oppressions, and the 
U.S. government (both Republicans and Democrats) 
at all levels, are broken and cannot be fixed. Two: 
Only a powerful bottom-up movement led by those 
most adversely affected can reconstruct New Orleans 
and the Gulf Coast around a transformative vision 
rooted in 21st century economic, political, and social 
realities. The future will be our vision or their vision, 
our world or their world. Make it ours! 


Pity the Nation 

Pity the nation whose people are sheep, 
and whose shepherds mislead them. 

Pity the nation whose leaders are liars, 

whose sages are silenced, 

and whose bigots haunt the airwaves. 

Pity the nation that raises not its voice, 

except to praise conquerors and acclaim the bully as hero 

and aims to rule the world with force and by torture. 

Pity the nation that knows no other language but its own 
and no other culture but its own. 

Pity the nation whose breath is money 
and sleeps the sleep of the too well fed. 

Pity the nation — oh, pity the people 
who allow their rights to erode 
and their freedoms to be washed away. 

My country, tears of thee, sweet land of liberty. 

Lawrence Ferlinghetti 


Voices from New Orleans 


These quotes from protesters at the City Council meeting are excerpted from two videos, 
"New Orleans Housing Debate Turns Violent" by Michael DeMocker and "New Orleans City 
Council Shuts Down Public Housing Debate" by Big Noise Tactical. 


Inside protesters: 

"Let these people in [to the City Council 
Chambers]. You got 8000 police in here. No¬ 
body is going to hurt anyone." 

"This is not Germany! Let those people in. 
There are seats right there. This is wrong." 

"If I have to die for what I believe in. I'll die. 
I will not be treated like a slave." 

[Fighting breaks out] "They're tasering him! 
Stop it!" 

"You all step in our shoes and you'll know 
why we don't trust the federal government or 
local or nobody." 


Outside protesters: 

"I am a resident of public housing. I need to 
be in the meeting. I want to let the neighbor¬ 
hood know how they are going to live tomor¬ 
row. They are going to destroy the 
neighborhood. I was here since 8am. I was 
pushed out from public housing, just like they 
locked me out of city hall." 

"I had to come out and support this. I have 
never in my life seen what I seen today. After 
the devastation, we should be more under¬ 
standing. It's not right." 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH, 2008 

— MASSES OF POOR AT CRITICAL TURNING POINT— 


African American History Month, 2008, will be 
a time of celebrating the achievements of indi¬ 
vidual African Americans while disregarding 
the deteriorating conditions of the Black mass¬ 
es. The fact that an African American is seri¬ 
ously running for president as simply an 
American will be presented as proof enough 
that they have reached "the promised land." 

We revolutionaries need to ask: Is it possible 
for the African Americans to make dramatic 
advances while the working class (which most 
of them belong to) is sliding backward—or is it 
a case of “the more things change, the more 
they remain the same?” 



Detroit, Michigan — A child eats lunch at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen. 

PHOTO/JIM WEST/JIMWESTPHOTO.COM 


The Socio-Economic 
Situation 


A few statistics present the general 
picture. Infant mortality for Blacks in 
America is among the highest in the 
world. Black teenagers have mortality 
rates 10 times that of whites. Black 
adults have mortality rates 30 to 40% 
more than whites. Nearly 40 percent of 
Black men were not working in 2006. 
In 2004, the median net worth of Black 
households was one-tenth of that of 
white households. About 10 million 
(or 33%) of African Americans fit the 
Census Department definition of 
"poor." "Poor" is a category that con¬ 
tains "poorer" and "poorest." This 33% 
of the African Americans are much 
poorer today than they were twenty 
years ago. 



This woman begins her long work 
day in a school cafeteria at 9:30 
a.m., and ends with a 2 p.m.-to-10 
p.m. shift at Wal-Mart. 

PHOTO/DAMON WINTER/THE NEW YORK TIMES 

The Political Situation 

As legal segregation ended and the 
Black elite joined their Anglo Ameri¬ 


can counterparts, they deserted and fi¬ 
nally turned against the Black poor. A 
majority of the better-off African 
Americans now blame the individual 
poor Black for their situation. The bet¬ 
ter-situated Black is leaving the ghetto 
for better schools and houses. Gentrifi- 
cation and high rent are forcing the 
poorer Blacks into the rotting suburbs 
deserted by the whites. As the demo¬ 
graphic base that created "Black pow¬ 
er" of the past period erodes, the 
Blacks are losing political power in the 
major cities. The recent Supreme 
Court decision upholding de facto seg¬ 
regation in the schools is an indication 
of things to come. In a word, the 33% 
of the African Americans defined as 
"poor" not only inherit the conse¬ 
quences of slavery and segregation, 
they are abandoned by those thought to 
be their leaders. 

This dangerous situation facing the 
African American poor is not happen¬ 
ing in a vacuum. It is part of the revo¬ 
lutionary process. As the revolution in 
the means of production deepens and 
the economy degenerates, the strategy 
of the ruling class for maintaining em¬ 
pire-like control of a global economy 
changes. Accomplishing this will re¬ 
quire a unified political base. 

After slavery the rulers had to con¬ 
solidate American imperialism. To cre¬ 
ate the necessary political base, their 
tactic was "white supremacy" to unite 
all the whites, whether worker or capi¬ 
talist, poor or rich. Today they have to 
broaden that unity. They can't afford a 
racism at home and try to ideologically 
control a world that is majority non¬ 
white. The old racism is no longer 
needed or possible and they have aban¬ 
doned it. There is plenty of the old 
racism remaining in society. The reali¬ 


ty is that racism at home hurts what the 
rulers are trying to do in the new glob¬ 
al, market economy. Therefore the rul¬ 
ing class (though not all of society) has 
abandoned racism in favor of national 
unity. 

Inevitably, dropping all white unity 
will create a political awakening of 
class consciousness. Containing that 
awakening is the number one political 
task of the ruling class. 

How will they accomplish this? 
Without social and economic bribery 
the state must turn to violence. All the 
legal elements for a fascist crackdown 
are in place. German and Italian fas¬ 
cism had to proceed from the most vio¬ 
lent and brutal elements of their 
national history — so will the rise of 
fascism in America. The isolation and 
oppression of the African American 
must again be utilized, but under new 
conditions. 

The attack against the awakening 
mass of poor must begin with an attack 
against the isolated Black poor. They 
are the most vulnerable because of his¬ 
tory. They will be attacked — not be¬ 
cause they are Black — but because 
they are "shiftless, they can't hold a 
job, they have babies out of wedlock, 
they won't finish school, they use 
drugs, they are criminally inclined." 
The history of racism makes such fas¬ 
cist propaganda acceptable. After that 
beachhead has been established, it be¬ 
comes clear that the white "trailer 
trash" and the "illegal" immigrants are 
in the same category. Thus the political 
control of the African American poor, 
is the cutting edge for the control of 
the new class of dispossessed. 

Black History Month, 2008 finds 
our country and our class at a critical 
turning point. As throughout our histo¬ 


ry, the African American question has 
been key. No longer a question of 
"racism" directed at an isolated sector 
of society, it is at the very heart of the 
formation and politicization of the new 
class of dispossessed workers. The old 
formulae, the old methodology will no 
longer work. We are facing a rapidly 
changing world. This is the time for 
revolutionaries — white and Black — to 
provide the revolutionary process with 
the indispensable ingredient of change 
- new ideas! — The Editors 



our speakers bring a 
message of hope 


I www.speakersforanewamerica.com I 
800 - 691-6888 


SEND FOR A FREE 
BROCHURE 
c/o People’s Tribune 
PO Box 3524 
Chicago, IL 60654-3524 


www.peoplestribune.org FEBRUARY 2008 I PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 7 





















Nashville at the Crossroads: 

The 11th Annual Homelessness Marathon Broadcast 


The IITH Annual Homelessness 
Marathon radio broadcast will originate 
from Nashville, Tennessee, starting at 7 
p.m., EST, on Wednesday, February 20th 
and ending 14 hours later. The Homeless¬ 
ness Marathon, the world's leading broad¬ 
cast focusing on homelessness and 
poverty, originates from a different city 
every year. Last year's broadcast, originat¬ 
ing from Fresno, CA, aired on over 120 
radio stations coast-to-coast with another 
30 or so stations across Canada carrying a 
parallel Canadian Homelessness 
Marathon. 

"This year, we picked Nashville," ex¬ 
plains the Homelessness Marathon's direc¬ 
tor, Jeremy Weir Alderson, "partly 
because it is a city at the crossroads, in 
terms of its treatment of homeless people." 

Leading the fight for more humane 
policies is Nashville's Homeless Power 
Project, one of several organizations sup¬ 
porting the broadcast. The NHPP is com¬ 
posed of homeless and formerly homeless 
people who are organizing for housing and 


worker's rights. The broadcast will origi¬ 
nate from the Campus for Human Devel¬ 
opment, a single site of services for both 
emergency and long-term homeless in 
Nashville. The Campus shelters an aver¬ 
age of 200 people a night in area congre¬ 
gations through its Room in the Inn 
Program, reflecting a city-wide commit¬ 
ment to helping the poorest of America's 
poor. 

On the other side of the equation, some 
in Nashville are lobbying for harsher treat¬ 
ment, including an anti-panhandling bill 
currently before the Nashville Metro 
Council. Nashville's police routinely roust 
homeless people from heating grates and 
other makeshift shelters in a perceived 
crackdown. And not only does the city not 
have enough low-income housing or even 
shelter beds for everyone in need, it has no 
plans to build enough either, thus all but 
guaranteeing future conflict. 

“We must never forget that Nashville, 
like the rest of the country and especially 
the South, once embraced the cause of 


slavery, and it was the powerful folks, not 
the powerless ones, who brought that 
shame upon the city,” Alderson says. 

“We're hoping our broadcast can reach 
across class and color lines to help tip the 
balance towards treating homeless people 
like citizens instead of criminals, not just 
in Nashville but across America.” 

Jeremy Weir Alderson, director. 

Homelessness Marathon, 607-546-2084 
Rachel, Martina, or Karen, Room In The Inn, 615-251-9791 
Kay Rowe, Nashville Homeless Power Project, 615-506-2961 
Ginny Welsch, WRFN, 615-662-8558 

WHAT: 

11th Annual Homelessness Marathon broadcast 
WHERE: 

Originating from the Campus for Human Development in Nashville 
and broadcast on over 100 radio stations and Free Speech Television 
on the Dish Network. 

WHEN: 

7 p.m., EST, Wed., Feb. 20th to 9 a.m., EST, Thurs., Feb. 21st. 


Interview with the Director of the Homelessness Marathon 


By Sandra Reid 

Editor’s note: The People’s Tribune 
interviewed Jeremy Alderson, founder 
of and director of the Homelessness 
Marathon radio broadcast (see press re¬ 
lease on this page.) 

PT: Jeremy, are you seeing a new 
homelessness today (i.e. more people 
who formerly had healthcare and good 
paying jobs who now find themselves 
living in tent cities or with friends/fam¬ 
ilies)? How have the foreclosures af¬ 
fected homelessness? 

Jeremy: There's a growing proportion 
of intact families among the homeless, 
and it's only going to get worse, but it's 
not as if there weren't any of these fam¬ 
ilies before. So this is as much about 
perceptions as it is about percentages. 

In a way, you can compare this to the 
situation in the 1920s versus the 1930s. 
There was plenty of homelessness in 
the 20s, but it was accompanied by a 
stock market bubble when a lot of peo¬ 
ple thought they were wealthier. To this 
day that era is depicted as being a boom 
time, even though it was only a boom 
for some. By the 1930s, the bubble had 
burst and the numbers of poor had in¬ 
creased dramatically, but conversely, 
there were still some people getting 
rich. So how an era is perceived isn't 
just a matter of the raw facts but a mat¬ 


ter of psychology. 

I started talking about homelessness 
on the air in 1992. Every year since 
then I've told anyone who'd listen that 
homelessness represented something 
deeply wrong in the structure of our so¬ 
ciety that ultimately would affect every¬ 
body, and I was hardly the only one to 
make this point. If we're talking about 
"new" homeless today, it's only because 
the psychology is starting to shift, and 
people are finally starting to see what 
was there all along. 

PT: What is the solution? 

Jeremy: This isn't rocket science. We 
need universal employment, a universal 
living wage, universal health care, a 
massive investment in low-income 
housing, and significant income redis¬ 
tribution just for starters. Personally, 
I'm for a mixed economy, with an ex¬ 
panded public sector, but still a role for 
corporations, so long as their power is 
broken and they're not allowed to run 
the show anymore. And I believe a 
large part of the solution involves mov¬ 
ing towards a moneyless economy. If 
people can get free or very cheap health 
care, housing, food and education, they 
won't need to be working three jobs just 
to stay alive, and this desperation peo¬ 
ple feel will be replaced by a new sense 
of empowerment and creativity. 

I once heard a right-wing commenta¬ 


tor say, "lack of money isn't the cause of 
poverty," and he was absolutely right. 
Lack of money is the definition of 
poverty. If you give people money, in 
whatever form, they aren't poor any¬ 
more. And for all those people who say, 
"If you give a man a fish, he'll eat for a 


day, but if you give him a fishing pole, 
he'll eat for the rest of his life," I say 
they're missing the point. The real prob¬ 
lem is that every time a poor person 
catches a fish, a rich person steals it. 
When it comes right down to it, that's 
what really causes homelessness. 



Jeremy Alderson and Pam Kincaid at the Homelessness Marathon 2007. 
Pam, a homeless woman, was lead plaintiff in a suit against the City of 
Fresno prior to her recent death. 


PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 


The People’s Tribune Needs Video and Internet Help 

The People's Tribune is expanding its multimedia presentations on its website. We need volunteers to help 
with production of timely videos, updating the websites with photos, on-line subscriptions and chats, etc. 
Please let us know if you can work with us! Email info@peoplestribune.org. 
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Time for Community to Step Up to Piate 


By Rev. Floyd D. Harris Jr. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Marcus 
Garvey, Fannie Lou Hammer, Stokely 
Carmichael, Booker T. Washington, 
Shirley Chisholm, Malcolm X, Harriet 
Tubman, are some of the civil rights 
leaders who have come before us. We 
understand how much hell our ances¬ 
tors went through in order to survive in 
America. Today we have decided to 
fight to keep hope alive. 



Rev. Edward Pinkney, protesting. 

PHOTO/PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 


We have come to a time in America 
where all people from different ethnic 
and religious groups are being affected 
by a government that is supposed to 
care about its people. Rev Pinkney, a 
God fearing man who has followed the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, said, “The 
Shepherd is supposed to lay his life 
down for his sheep and teach God’s 
people to stand with courage.” Rev. 
Pinkney has demonstrated openly that 
he is a true warrior for God’s people. 
Whirlpool Corporation is a Cancer to 
the Benton Harbor, Michigan commu¬ 
nity, not just there but around the world. 
Whirlpool has political power to influ¬ 
ence politicians in office to vote and 
push their agenda to steal land away 
from God’s people. Rev. Pinkney and 
his followers have been educating the 
world that our brothers and sisters liv¬ 
ing in Benton Harbor have 70% unem¬ 
ployment, with 90% of the people 
living below the poverty level. Why 
would the politicians want to build an 
18-hole golf course designed by Jack 
Nicklaus, a boat launch, and about 30 
homes that cost around a million dollars 
each on city property? 

Today many churches have sold out 
to the government for faith-based mon¬ 
ey to be quiet and go along with the sta¬ 


tus quo. I thank God for Rev. Pinkney 
who is willing to rock the boat for jus¬ 
tice for our people. Our brothers and 
sisters in Benton Harbor Michigan need 
our financial, spiritual and physical 
help. I’m asking the nation to come to 
Benton Harbor, Michigan to let the 
power structure know and the Benton 
Harbor families know, that Rev. 
Pinkney is one of us and we will fight 
until he is set free. We must face the re¬ 
ality that we might have to go to jail 
with Rev. Pinkney to expose the racist 
court system in Benton Harbor Michi¬ 
gan. The sleeping giant has now awak¬ 
ened. Rev. Pinkney has sacrificed 
himself and his family to stand with 
courage. 

We must register our people to vote 
and educate them on the power of their 
vote. National Network In Action in 
July will be standing with Rev. Pinkney 
and the Benton Harbor family for Free¬ 
dom, Justice and Equality. It is time for 
the community to step up to the plate 
because one of our leaders has been 
taken down, and now it’s time for us to 
respond. 

Injustice to One is Injustice To All 



Rev. Floyd D. Harris, Jr. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 


Rev. Floyd D. Harris Jr 

National President 

National Network In Action 

www.nancal.org 

559-803-0286 

Email: Xyfloyd@aol.com 


The beaten-down downtrodden will beat the abusive government 


By Jan LightfootLane 

A Maine woman is calling for the gathering of na¬ 
tional forces to restore rights lost since 1971. 'T also 
call for the end of poverty. It is the Poor of all skin 
tones who lack use of their civil rights. Three ele¬ 
ments to curing American and world poverty are 1) 
the poor being able to tell their own stories; 2) a de¬ 
cent wage; and 3) enjoyment, and actual use of human 
rights, as the government fairly applying duly enacted 
laws," says the homeless advocate Jan LightfootLane 
of Maine. 

Myself, Jan LightfootLane, I have presently taken 
a legal action against the semi-govemmental organi¬ 
zation which towns turn to for guidance on aid to 
avoid displacement. It is the Maine Municipal Associ¬ 
ation (MM A). The MM A serves the towns and lob¬ 
bies for laws, and General Assistance (GA) laws. The 
MMA is a powerful lobby. 

General Assistance in Maine is set up to help all 
those in need who qualify financially. A group called 
Maine Association of Interdependent Neighborhoods 
(MAIN) fought off some of the worst changes in GA 
laws in 1993. 

MAIN obtained a great law. So that each time a 
family or a individual was unable to fill their basic 
needs—oil, rent—the town should pay the full amount 


required, minus anything "misspent." A rational per¬ 
son would conclude anything misspent would mean 
betting on horses, buying alcohol. Towns with the 
state’s blessing erroneously conclude “misspent” also 
means pet food, transportation to and from work, buri¬ 
als, and school clothing. 

So a member of MAIN group has filed a ground¬ 
breaking Civil Rights Case in US District Court in 
Bangor, Maine. 

My research has taught me that most of this coun¬ 
try's important and groundbreaking civil rights cases 
went unheard—^until reaching the US Supreme Court. 
In the early 1970s the US Supreme Court said it was 
getting too many cases. So rather than imploring the 
lower courts not to make as many mistakes of law, it 
asked Congress to give the court a dispensation, of re¬ 
viewing only the important cases. With lightning 
speed that measure was passed. 

Before 1971 having a case heard by our land’s 
highest Court was a RIGHT, now it is merely a privi¬ 
lege. Without this protection, even the important 
1960s Civil Rights cases might never have been 
heard. 

The Maine US Courts are saying I do not have a 
right to expect towns to act in accordance with the 
law. And I am not personally injured enough by the 
fact that the unlawful acts of towns actions cause me 


to work harder....Helping our fellow human to re¬ 
ceive benefits is an inherent 1st Amendment right. 

I figure it follows that I have a right to assist others 
in avoiding homelessness. But without explaining 
why, the US District Court denied it was my right, 
"Basically because then, everyone would want to use 
that right." 

To have this case heard, and given proper consider¬ 
ation people like you, the reader, must tell the Courts 
and your USA Lawmakers you are aware of the 
Courts "Stealing of Rights." Write a letter or an email 
once a month to your local US Senator, and to Sena¬ 
tors Snowe and Collins in Maine. Write to the Bangor 
Federal US District Court asking they "follow their 
oath of protecting the Constitution." It is the poor, us 
under-paid, who need protection—^not Bill Gates. 

The poor or indigent are SUPPOSED to BE a "Pro¬ 
tected Class” of citizens. When the use of the Courts 
are denied, us underpaid are NOT Protected. It is time 
for Civil Rights in 2008. It is the time it time for many 
people to be trained as leaders. And to step up if one 
leader falls. It is time to cure 100% of poverty. 

Write: US District Court of Maine, PO Box 1007, 
Bangor ME.04402. PI 


www.peoplestribune.org FEBRUARY 2008 I PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 9 






























VISION AND THE FICHT 


We’re NOT For Sale! 


FOR A NEW SOCIETY 


Send your articles to this column to PT, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 


By Steven Miller 

Every time Humanity reaches a criti¬ 
cal juncture, the nature of property 
starts to destabilize and transform. All 
forms of property are transforming to¬ 
day, including personal, public and pri¬ 
vate property (1). One form of 
property—corporate property, the most 
toxic form of private property—is be¬ 
ginning to devour all the others. Global 
corporations now dwarf the economies 
of virtually every country. 

Personal property, in the form of 
homes, for example, is disintegrating in 
the Mortgage crisis. National wealth, in 
the form of the vast infrastructures, 
from ports to public universities to 
telecommunications that were built in 
the last 50 years, is being turned over to 
corporations worldwide. Even the US 
government has been mostly privatized 
since 2001. Public space and therefore 
public access is vanishing, even as in¬ 
come is polarizing faster than ever be¬ 
fore in human history. 

Up through the 20th Century, most 
human relationships flowed from our 
sense of community and culture, our 
recognition of our common humanity. 
Now the process of Globalization, un¬ 
der corporate domination, is systemati¬ 
cally dissolving all previous social 
relations and commodifying every as¬ 
pect of everyday life and what it means 
to be human. 

All the traditional ways that people 
have used to define themselves are be¬ 
ing altered by corporations. These con¬ 
cepts include the ideas of nationality. 


citizenship, race, class, language, 
health, human rights, gender, career, 
family and virtually every relationship 
between human beings. Every human 
need is being driven into the market¬ 
place to be bought and sold. Then our 
humanity is sold back to us at a profit. 

Jeremy Rifkin describes the process 
this way: “Imagine a world where vir¬ 
tually every activity outside the con¬ 
fines of family relations is a paid-for 
experience, a world where traditional 
reciprocal obligations and expectations 
mediated by feelings of faith, empathy, 
and solidarity are replaced by contrac¬ 


tual relations in the form of paid mem¬ 
berships, subscriptions, admission 
charges, retainers and fees.” (2) 

The future of global capitalism is that 


each individual is a lone production unit 
in a pay-as-you-go global marketplace 
where everyone is an atomized con¬ 
sumer. Then you get to pay to experi¬ 
ence life; the more you pay, the better it 
is! No more human or inalienable rights 
here. 

However there is a fly in this oint¬ 
ment. When the vast majority is bank¬ 
rupted and dispossessed, who is left to 
be a consumer? 

Corporate power over human affairs 
flows from the simple fact that they 
claim technology as their private prop¬ 
erty. Then they proclaim that no one can 


have access unless they can pay for it. 
Demanding the right to exploit and 
profit from human misery, corporations 
are now creating billions of sick and 


miserable humans just as they are creat¬ 
ing a planet riddled with escalating en¬ 
vironmental disasters. 

The technology to produce true hu¬ 
man abundance now exists, but it is 
owned by the wrong class of people. In 
fact the only guarantee today of person¬ 
al property is to guarantee public prop¬ 
erty and abolish corporate private 
property. 

The US is putting $2.5 billion a week 
into privatizing Iraq. Imagine what 
would happen if we spent $2.5 billion a 
week on ending hunger and homeless¬ 
ness, creating free health care, provid¬ 
ing education so that every single 
human on earth could realize their true 
creative potential? This is what a coop¬ 
erative society means. 

The profound world-historic step that 
confronts humanity today demands, 
among other things, that human beings 
once again alter our self-concept be¬ 
yond all measure! Corporations are cer¬ 
tainly working to change it their way. 
Let’s just finish the job and do it right. 
Just as people fought for centuries not 
to be slaves, we can fight not to be com¬ 
modities. Humans can be so much bet¬ 
ter than this. 

(1) Many observers diseuss the current transforma¬ 
tions of property as well as the implications for human 
access and for society: 

Mike Davis. Planet of Slums 

Naomi Klein. The Shock Doctrine 

Jeremy Rifkin. The Age of Access 

William I. Robinson, A Theory of Global Capitalism 

Dan Schiller. How To Think About Information 

Gary Teeple. Globalization and the Decline of 

Social Reform 

(2) Rfikin, p 9 



Protesting plans for water privatization in Detroit. 
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How the Elected Servants of the People Serve the People In Illinois 


By Sheridan Talbott 

Illinois is among the bluest of the 
blue states with a Democratic governor, 
a strong Democratic House of Repre¬ 
sentatives (57%), and an even stronger 
Democratic Senate (63%). The “party 
of the people” has political control of 
virtually every level of state govern¬ 
ment. Yet “we the people” are faring no 
better under Democratic leadership than 
we did under Republicans. 

On this Democratic watch, our jobs 
continue to decline as globalization 
takes its toll. Difficulty continues to 
plague our schools. Healthcare remains 
a growing crisis. Seniors struggle on 
limited incomes and our younger adults 
face a daunting economic future. 

Jobs are being lost to corporate prof¬ 
it. People’s homes are foreclosed on, 
others under threat, for corporate profit. 
Healthcare is denied, education of our 
children deteriorates, the scam of credit 


card debt, all for corporate profit. 

We’re in a fight—^whether we like it 
or not. 

In 2006, Poverty levels increased in 
85% of Illinois counties. 2007 promis¬ 
es the same. A million and a half Illi¬ 
nois residents now live below the 
poverty line. A third are children. 
700,000 live in “extreme poverty.” 

Supposedly, our leaders have a re¬ 
sponsibility to us; to resolve the prob¬ 
lems we face as a people, to act to 
enrich our lives, our culture, our soci¬ 
ety, to enhance our future and to end 
unnecessary want and hardship. If so, 
the Democrats are failing us miserably 
and, at times, betraying us. 

In 2007 they had a clear, unambigu¬ 
ous opportunity to stand with us against 
Ameren and Com/Ed rate increases. In¬ 
stead, they hid in a legislative chaos 
they created and substituted a “rate re¬ 
lief package” for real action. Their ac¬ 
tions guaranteed Ameren and Com/Ed’s 


corporate profit at our expense. The rate 
hikes will siphon an estimated $2.3 bil¬ 
lion out of our pockets each year and 
cost Illinois the loss of an additional 
20,000 jobs. 

Amy Rynell, Director of the Mid- 
America Institute on Poverty, has point¬ 
ed out poverty in Illinois is deepening 
and widening. “.. .we’re talking about 
people who once considered themselves 
middle class but are now struggling just 
to make ends meet.” 

A recent analysis by The Congres¬ 
sional Budget Office’s shows income 
for the top 1% of households almost 
tripled during the last 25 years. The 
bottom 20% has risen very little, if at 
all. And those in the “middle?” Most 
are in an economic slide toward the bot¬ 
tom. 

The old “stereotypes” no longer hold 
any water—if they ever really did. 
Whites make up the largest group of 
those living below the poverty line in 


Illinois at over 40%. Africans Ameri¬ 
cans and Hispanics combined equal a 
little over 50%. 

In their relentless pursuit for profits, 
corporations like Ameren, or Ford, or 
Whirlpool, all of them create real want 
and need. In today’s world, wealth for 
the few is made by impoverished the 
many. 

On this Democratic watch $1,171 
billion has been cut from the budget for 
public services. Time and again, the 
Democrats prove themselves to be cor¬ 
porate allies—just like the Republicans. 
Neither offers us any solutions. They 
have none. You can’t serve two mas¬ 
ters. 

It’s time, past time, to get off this De¬ 
mocratic plantation. The line’s drawn 
in the sand. It’s time to stand by those 
who truly stand with us. It’s time for 
“change,” real change. 
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Gone With The Whirlpool 

By RyK 


Tm a Vietnam veteran and when I 
came home from that war as a young 
man, I went to work in the Norge Plant 
in Herrin, Illinois. I worked there 36 
years. I saw Norge change hands four 
times. Three times it kept running. The 
fourth, well Whirlpool bought our plant 
from Maytag in March 2006 and shut 
her down for good in December 2006. I 
only needed 6 more years and I could 
retire. Now, Pm 56, Tm without a job 
and not sure where to look. Doesn't 
seem there's even a job out there to find. 
I've tried. 

I worked hard for my pay and I tried 
to do more than was expected of me. We 
all got hurt at one time or another and I 
had my fair share of injuries. But only 
two were serious. 

In 1984 I fractured my neck getting a 
trailer ready to load. I recovered, but de¬ 
veloped arthritis from it. The pain from 
the arthritis spread a little more each 


year, but I learned to manage it for more 
than 22 years. 

The second time I got hurt seriously 
was the last week before Whirlpool 
closed the plant down. We were loading 
what was left of 21,000 machines in a 
warehouse. I was backing my fork truck 
out of a trailer when the "automatic 
dock plate" malfunctioned. I came to a 
hard stop, so hard it knocked my hat and 
my glasses off, knocked my teeth out, 
and now my lower back was hurting. 

To make a long story short, I went to 
a number doctors and had numerous 
tests. I had injured three discs in my 
lower back and would need an opera¬ 
tion. Then Whirlpool decided to drop 
me from Worker's Comp. Now what? 
Today I feel like I've been rode hard and 
put up wet—except I haven't been put 
up, just turned out. 

When Whirlpool announced in May 
2006 they were closing our plant, we 
were shocked. None of us believed our 


plant would ever close and we would all 
lose our jobs. But we did. 

On the same day, some of the key 
politicians for this area called a news 
conference. Even Gov. Blagojevich's 
politically appointed "job tsar" for this 
region spoke. They were all Democrats 
and basically they all said the same 
thing; how they too had been blind¬ 
sided by Whirlpool, how they were go¬ 
ing to turn this around, how they were 
going to do something for us. 

It was all talk, just talk. Whirlpool 
owned the Maytag plant and could close 
it if it wanted. But what I do know is 
my plant is closed, 1000 of us are trying 
to make it as best we can. And the 
politicians, they went on back to Spring- 
field and recently voted themselves a 
pay raise, twice. For what? 

A spokesperson for Man-Tra-Con 
talked about how they were going to 
help. When I think about it, though, the 
only thing they did was shuffle a lot of 


bureaucratic paper around, act as a con¬ 
duit for benefits that we had earned, and 
supposedly provide assistance most did¬ 
n't need. 

I'm not sure what our union could 
have done. We gave concessions for 
years. That didn't save our plant. The 
severance package they negotiated was 
thin. Whirlpool is single minded and de¬ 
termined when it comes to its profit. 

So now what? "Vote Democratic?" 
Democrats and Republicans alike have 
little to say that I can believe. 

The future I planned for, the future I 
worked for, it is now gone, gone with 
Whirlpool. Some how I will get my 
back fixed—in spite of Whirlpool. 
Some how I will find work—in spite of 
Man-Tra-Con. And, I am going to find a 
better way—in spite of all the "talking 
head" politicians with their empty 
promises and false hopes. 


Yellow Rose Peace Bus Destroyed by Fire 


Jim Goodnow and his bus, the Yellow 
Rose, both have suffered a terrible tragedy. 

In recent months, Jim has been using his 
bus to provide transportation to Iraq Veter¬ 
ans Against the War (IVAW) for their vari¬ 
ous tours and other activities. The bus was 
totaled by a fire of suspicious origin around 
9:30 p.m. on Jan. 11. Luckily Jim is all 
right. 

This bus has often been mired in contro¬ 
versy since the IVAW "Dirty South" tour 
that left Philly in June, and had Active 
Duty BBQ's at Ft. Meade, Ft. Jackson, 
Camp Lejeune, Ft. Benning and other 
Southern Military Posts (Including an 
IVAW benefit by Tom Morello, of Rage 
Against the Machine, and Audio Slave, in 
Virginia). It’s also been the backdrop for 
many a demonstration, and Ft. Drum, NY, 


organizing parties. 

Owner-Operator-Driver (and Veteran) 
Jim Goodnow pulled into a South Jersey 
Truck Stop to catch a three- or four-hour 
nap. Jim saw, in retrospect, some suspi¬ 
cious activity outside the bus, and about 20 
minutes later, the entire engine compart¬ 
ment, and back of the bus was engulfed in 
flames. 

To send donations toward a new Yellow 
Rose Peace Bus, go to www.yellowrose- 
peacebus.blogspot.com/. 

Stay tuned.... 

Be Well, RAISE HELL! 

Bill Perry 

Delaware Valley Veterans For America 

Disabled American Veteran, VVAW, 
VFW, VVA 



Firefighters putting out bus fire. 

Photo/www.yellowrosepeacebus.blogspot.com 


A Homeless Winter in Sacramento 


By Cathleen Williams 

Winter can be brutal in California. In the week after 
New Year’s day, storms brought slashing rains and 
high winds to the state’s capital, tearing off limbs the 
size of trees, ripping through the power lines, littering 
the streets with debris. Before the storm, on the patch 
of open ground donated by a local land-owner, home¬ 
less people had built an encampment in defiance of 
the anti-camping laws which are enforced by the city 
and county police in order to keep people who live 
outside constantly on the move - laws which have led 


to mass arrests and citations for the crime of home¬ 
lessness. 

The encampment included a communal shelter of 
tarps and sticks, heated by a fire of two by fours scav¬ 
enged from new suburban construction, beach chairs 
arranged on the dirt floor so that residents could 
warm themselves in comfort and cook on the grill. 
The small community - including a young pregnant 
woman - found a haven under this fragile roof 

When the winds came they tore it apart, stripped 
off the plastic walls and roof, broke the framework, 
and scattered the scraps into mud. Two homeless peo¬ 


ple were found dead by the American River, drowned 
in the surge of high water that the heavy rain sent 
roaring through the city. 

This community has also now been scattered. But 
homeless people in Sacramento, through the Sacra¬ 
mento Homeless Organizing Committee, are planning 
to organize a “Homeless Leadership Project” (HLP) 
to resist the campaign to outlaw and make criminals 
of those who live in the streets and fields, and to gain 
support for a self governing tent city for homeless 
people in Sacramento. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 

The Corruption and Deceitfulness Continues in Berrien Country Courthouse 


By Dorothy Pinkney 

My husband, Rev. Edward Pinkney, 
was convicted of voter fraud by an all 
white jury in 2007. The jury was motivat¬ 
ed by something other than the Truth. Le¬ 
gal abuse and prosecution of Blacks, poor 
whites and Hispanics is flourishing in 
Berrien County, Michigan. 

My husband was placed on house ar¬ 
rest, with an ankle bracelet and portable 
monitor. He was re-arrested recently for 
violation of probation. My husband 
should never have been charged, much 
less convicted. Judge Butzbaugh wit¬ 
nessed Tommie Travis say his life was 
threatened by the lead detective, Sgt. 
Dannifel and the prosecutor, Gerald Vig- 
nansky, if he didn’t lie. Mr. Travis said on 
the witness stand that he was paid by 
Dannifel to give false testimony. The 
judge did nothing. On the tape the prose¬ 
cutor produced as evidence, Mr. Travis 
asked them, “Are you still going to pay 


me?” Detective Dannifel said, “Yes.” 
Judge Butzbaugh did not request an in¬ 
vestigation. 

My husband took a polygraph test to 
prove his innocence and passed with fly¬ 
ing colors, but the Judge refused to allow 
that in as evidence. My husband is in the 
corrupt Berrien County jail because his 
probation was revoked for quoting from 
the Kings James Bible, Book of 
Deuteronomy, Chapter 28 and Verses 15- 
22, in a newspaper article. On Dec, 20, 
2007, the Judge ruled that the quotation 
from Moses was inflammatory and 
threatening. Therefore, the Judge con¬ 
fused Biblical law and prophecy with hu¬ 
man threats. The word of God is True 
Prophecy, given to His inspired anointed 
men and women to point out the very se¬ 
riousness of Divine consequences for sin¬ 
ful, wicked, unlawful and disobedient 
behavior of others. If God’s Truth is re¬ 
jected by whom it is for automatically 
open the door and allow curses to enter in. 


If a person can’t deal with Biblical Truth, 
I suggest one must deal with God. 

At no time did my husband state or im¬ 
ply that he would commit any of these ac¬ 
tions! Indeed, the idea that a human being 
can cause another to be cursed by God or 
to be smitten with consumption, fever and 
inflammation is far fetched and a bizarre 
interpretation. And to throw someone in 
jail for simply pointing them out is a fear¬ 
ful assault on the First Amendment, free¬ 
dom of speech and religious rights. 
Biblical Truth revals that our Savior, Je¬ 
sus Christ is the perfect example of this 
type of injustice. 

We’re asking everyone concerned with 
First Amendment freedom of speech and 
religious rights to write support letters to: 
Atty. Hugh Davis, Constitutional Litiga¬ 
tion Assoc., PC, 450 W. Fort St., Detroit, 
MI 48226. We have sacrificed for many 
of you. We need you to stand with us! 
Together we can change a Nation. 



Dorothy Pinkney (left) and Belin¬ 
da Brown, speaking at a Detroit 
Martin Luther King celebration. 

PHOTO/JIM APSEY 

Berrien County jail has more than 
500 people locked up. The jail holds 
347. By law, 400 is considered over¬ 
crowded. — Dorothy Pinkney 


FREE PINKNEY!! 

HELP WITH HIS DEFENSE FUND! 

PLEASE CALL: 

1 - 269 - 925-0001 

Write or send donations to: 
Rev. Edward Pinkney Defense 
1940 Union St. 

Benton Harbor, Ml 49022 



Corporate Greed, Power and Control of Our Rights 


By Rev. Mary Gault 


So goes Benton Harbor, so goes Michigan and the 
wo rid. Peopie need to wake up and reaiize we can make 
a difference if we support Pastor Pinkney. This is our 
chance to stand up to the injustice and unify. 

- Belinda Brown 


In an article titled ’’States at War,” Time 
Magazine (November 9, 1998) chroni¬ 
cles the war for corporate presence in 
various geographical areas within the 
United States through Million Dollar in¬ 
centive packages. The article asks why 
are these huge tax breaks needed when 
the corporations already have huge 
profits? The states are competing for 
jobs at a high price. The competition for 
the corporate giants isn’t just between 
states but also between countries. U.S. 
corporations are busy negotiating con¬ 
tracts with other countries for goods and 
services, moving their factories abroad, 
and buying other country’s corporations 
in order to become more profitable. 
Kellogg’s just announced their purchase 
of Russia’s largest cereal corporation. 
The corporations now dictate the rules 
by which we live — all in the name of 
gigantic profits. 
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This has brought us to an America, the 
supposed “Land of the Free’, where 
judges can ignore the Constitution of the 
United States and send innocent people 
to jail for exercising their rights to vote 
and for free speech? The land where the 
appliance giant Whirlpool and their side- 
kicks in local, state and the federal gov¬ 
ernment can and will stomp on anybody 
standing in the way of their pet project 
that is designed for the rich to the detri¬ 
ment of the poor and those in the ever- 
shrinking “middle class” — all done in 
the name of a few jobs, most of which 
will be minimum wage category. 

Rev. Pinkney is an example of what 
has happened to a citizen that stood up to 
this corporate giant to prevent these cor¬ 
porate dictators from initiating the Har¬ 
bor Shores project, a project that is not in 
the best interest of the people that live in 
Benton Harbor. The price Rev. Pinkney 
is paying is his conviction for voter fraud 
resulting in probation on a tether now 
being revoked because the judge said 
Rev. Pinkney’s quote of scripture was a 
threat and placed him in jail. Not only is 
Rev. Pinkney innocent of the charges of 
voter fraud (proven by his lie detector 
test) but, as a minister of the gospel, he is 
supposed to preach the word of God. It 
is his right of free speech. He now re¬ 
sides in a 14 X 12 foot cell with 8 other 
men forced to sleep on a thin mattress 
on a cement floor with no room to 
walk around The question of what hap¬ 
pened echoes of corporate greed and 
power. It is a theme not only played 
across America as exampled in Benton 
Harbor, Michigan but of one that extends 
throughout the world. 



















